
 
 
Friday, January 14, 2022, A Message from Dr. Dana Bashara 
 
AHISD Parents -  
 
As we complete the first two weeks of our second semester, I am reaching out to update you on 
our efforts to maintain safe and effective school operations amidst the rise in COVID cases in 
our community, our students, and our staff. 
 
Our student and staff attendance rates are lower than ever, and we appreciate everyone making 
proactive decisions to stay at home when they have any COVID symptoms (including 
fever).  Due to the increased numbers of staff absences, and a shortage of substitute teachers 
to fill the vacancies, our incredible AHISD team is working tirelessly to keep our classrooms 
open for instruction.  Our entire staff continues to go above and beyond to provide coverage 
outside their normal duties and assignments to take on additional responsibilities in classrooms, 
in the cafeterias, and in the clinics. Our schools remain open because of the extra efforts and 
unwavering dedication of our entire AHISD staff. 
 
We continue to ask for your partnership in helping us get through this rise in positive cases by 
committing to taking care of each other and protecting our students and staff from additional 
spread.  We continue to ask that parents keep their children home when they are sick or 
have ANY symptoms of COVID and follow up with a PCR test.  We continue to strongly 
encourage the wearing of masks at this time inside when distancing is not an option. We 
continue to encourage families to investigate vaccination and booster opportunities available 
for students ages 5 and older at this point.   
 
In addition to the multiple mitigation efforts we have in place on our campuses, we continue to 
offer free weekly testing on Tuesdays for asymptomatic students and staff on their campus.  If 
you are interested in signing your student up for this opportunity, please visit our COVID 
Resource page on the website and click on Community Labs Information. 
 
I am hopeful that this upcoming three-day weekend provides everyone with the opportunity to 
rest, recharge and focus on staying healthy and well.  I encourage you to reach out in support 
and appreciation to our dedicated AHISD staff in recognition for their extra efforts to keep our 
schools open. There’s no place like AHISD! 
 
Warmest regards- 
Dr. Dana Bashara 
Superintendent 
 

 

https://www.ahisd.net/students___parents/c_o_v_i_d_resources
https://www.ahisd.net/students___parents/c_o_v_i_d_resources
https://www.ahisd.net/students___parents/c_o_v_i_d_resources/community_labs_information

